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URINALS, WATER USAGE 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.56 am]:  I rise to grieve to the Minister for Water Resources on the 
somewhat tasteless subject of men’s urinals.  Obviously, water is used to flush men’s urinals, and that means that 
about 70 000 to 100 000 litres per annum, per urinal is being flushed into our sewerage system.  The 70 000 
urinals in Western Australia use approximately 100 000 litres each per annum.  Although it might be bordering 
on schoolyard humour to discuss men’s urinals, the multiplication of those figures totals about seven gigalitres of 
water per annum.  Toilets in bathrooms use even more water than is used in showers - the greatest amount of 
water use in a house or on commercial premises.  I am loath to mention any company by name.  However, when 
I was doorknocking in the Mindarie area I came across Peter Spaeni, who is in receipt of a federal government 
grant in lieu of his wages, to develop new technology and introduce waterless urinals into Western Australia.  In 
conjunction with the Water Corporation of Western Australia, he has just successfully completed testing it, and it 
is now with the Australian Standards Association.  He runs a company called Global Aqua Care in Rochester 
Drive, Mindarie.  
The technology has undergone all the necessary testing and has been successfully accredited with the required 
certificates.  However, we are a little behind in Western Australia.  These particular waterless urinals are the 
third generation of this system.  I think some earlier technology was trialled in Parliament House, and it met with 
some criticism.  However, the latest technology has been stunningly successful and is used in the Star City 
Casino in Sydney and Westfield shopping centres in New South Wales; is being trialled in Parliament House, 
South Australia; and is being trialled by several councils in the eastern states. 

An article appeared in the Los Angeles Times.  Members might remember that during the election campaign 
some focus was on Los Angeles, because it was a city that was also facing water shortages.  The state of 
California provided $780 000 for the purchase of 2 600 waterless urinals to be supplied free of charge to 
commercial premises to get the program going in California.  In Germany, where the technology was developed, 
Urimat Schweiz AG urinals are being used in the principal football stadiums.  They are now a standard 
specification for the fit-outs of Kentucky Fried Chicken outlets in Germany.  They have also been taken up in 
France.  Because Europe is also facing a water shortage and is focusing very much on grey water recycling, 
European consumers appreciate this new technology.  After all, the purpose of water in a urinal is not to treat the 
urine but to transport it to another plant where it can be treated.  Water is used only as a means for transporting 
the urine.  There is some resistance among men to the concept of a waterless urinal.  They tend to blanche, 
thinking of a pungent, ammonia-type smell.  However, from my reading, it appears that the water agitating the 
urine in the urinal causes the smell that is found at times in gentlemen’s toilets.  That smell is completely absent 
with this device.  I would have thought that there is a lot of merit in using some form of transportation other than 
seven gigalitres of water per annum.   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I heard the member for the canal interject, but I did not hear what he said. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I just wonder whether accuracy is a factor of your research. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  Deadly accuracy.  I have never been challenged on that.  The figures are here in front of 
me.  Other states in Australia are now introducing this and promoting it.  In our arid climate we should be 
looking at ways of saving water.  Even though, as I said at the outset, it is a little distasteful to discuss this 
subject in a public place such as this, nonetheless the benefits that could flow to the community by its adoption 
would not be insignificant.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  Did I miss hearing you say how it worked? 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I have seen it working.  The device has a magnetic plunger in the bottom of the bowl, and 
a beam that senses when a man is in front of the urinal switches on the device and evacuates the bottom of the 
bowl.  The bowl is made out of a high-grade plastic containing antibacterial materials.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  What is it that neutralises the urea smell? 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY:  I am not quite sure, but it is all contained in the Water Corporation’s report, which I will 
send to the member.  Two of these devices were installed at the Water Corporation offices and used extensively 
to make sure that no smell was emanating from them before the Water Corporation would grant certification.  I 
saw the letter in which the Water Corporation said that it was completely satisfied.  There is a small screen above 
the device on which small public health messages can be beamed.   
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MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister Assisting the Minister for Water Resources) [10.04 am]:  I thank 
the member for Mindarie for raising this issue.  I am conscious of the sensitivity of these sorts of issues.  He is 
clearly supportive of his constituent.  As you would know, Madam Deputy Speaker, small business is extremely 
important in the northern suburbs because they have no large industrial area.  It is the home for many innovative 
people who are looking to bring new products into the market.  The member for Mindarie has quite clearly 
brought an interesting matter before the house today.  Not only does he have a constituent with a new product, 
which the constituent is clearly seeking to market, but also the product has the potential to meet a very important 
need; that is, the reduction of the amount of water that must be used in urinals, which are, of course, part of our 
waste water system. 

The Gallop government has recognised the need for greater security of our water supply.  It has been very 
proactive in a whole range of areas.  The State Water Strategy was announced in 2003.  As part of that strategy, 
the government has implemented the Waterwise rebate scheme, which has sought to make sure that we can 
promote new products or adapted existing products that will use less water so that we can reduce the total 
demand for water in Perth and across Western Australia.  That rebate scheme has been extremely successful.  In 
fact, due to the Waterwise rebate scheme, we have saved some three billion litres of water each year through the 
use of efficient water products.  Also, the Premier’s Water Foundation provides funding for research.   

The product that has been mentioned by the member for Mindarie has been developed overseas.  It will therefore 
not be the subject of research here.  Nonetheless, it is a product in the marketplace.  People should be aware of it 
and able to inform themselves of its benefits.  We hope that it will have some success for the small business 
operator in the electorate of the member for Mindarie and because of the contribution that it can make to 
reducing water usage in urinals.   

As the member for Mindarie has quite rightly pointed out, the Water Corporation has looked at this product.  It 
conducted laboratory testing on the Urimat waterless urinal and it reported that there were no unpleasant odours 
from the installed unit.  I understand that the final certification by Australian Standards is imminent.  The 
member for Mindarie may have more recent news. 

Mr J.R. Quigley:  They have received telephone advice from Canberra that the certification is in the mail. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I thank the member.  The installation of waterless urinals such as the Urimat is 
particularly something that should be considered by building facility managers in a whole range of public 
buildings, whether new buildings where they would clearly be easy to fit, or old buildings where it would be 
possible to fit them retrospectively.   

Some research on the Internet will show a range of competing products.  I, as the Minister Assisting the Minister 
for Water Resources, clearly cannot give an imprimatur to one product over another.  But some products are 
currently holding the Smart Approved WaterMark because they save on the amount of water being used.  There 
are some examples of these in slightly different areas.  One is a Waterpac Australia Pty Ltd product, which 
utilises ultraviolet sterilisation in sewage treatment.  There is the waterless car wash, one product of which is the 
No Wet Car Wash.  Again, that is a product that helps to save water for people who want to wash their car and 
be very conservative in the amount of water they need.   

A number of rain sensors are available so that people can attach them to their reticulation systems.  When it 
rains, the reticulation is turned off automatically.  A whole range of new products is available for underground 
watering management systems.  Instead of sprinklers, a system is laid underneath the lawn or the garden and, 
therefore, a lot less water is used.  A whole range of these innovative products is currently available in the 
market.  Some of these items receive a subsidy through our Waterwise rebate scheme; others clearly stand on 
their own merit.   

Urimat is going through the approval process.  It has so far been shown to be able to deliver on the claims that 
have been made.  I have the benefit of having a copy of a brochure on the Urimat system, which was given to me 
by the member for Mindarie.  It points out that it has advantages in installation.  The water supply does not need 
to be brought to the system, merely the drainage.  The company has a patent on the siphon that prevents the 
escape of odours, which clearly gives a commercial edge to this product, because it ensures that there is no 
escape of smell from the urinal.  I certainly encourage the company that is seeking to promote this product to 
continue its endeavours and to find a marketplace in Western Australia because that will help us ensure that 
water is used more efficiently.  Clearly in the instance raised by the member for Mindarie there would be no 
need to use water in any public urinal.  
I thank the member for Mindarie for drawing the house’s attention to this matter.  I am sure that he will continue 
to work with this proponent and also the many small businesses in his constituency to ensure that the product 
becomes well known.  I hope he will seek to assist the company when approvals are required so that the product 
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will receive wide acceptance as it competes in an important marketplace.  We need a wide range of products that 
either eliminate or reduce water usage to ensure a more secure water supply in Western Australia.   
 


